A phase II study of AMSA in head and neck cancer.
AMSA was given to 22 evaluable patients with advanced head and neck cancer with measurable lesions. The starting dose was 90-120 mg/m2 by i.v. infusion over 45 min every 3 weeks. The dose of AMSA was escalated by 30 mg/m2 in absence of bone marrow toxicity. At least two cycles were given prior to the evaluation of response. Only one patient with oropharyngeal cancer achieved a partial response, lasting for 20 weeks. Toxicity was mild and mainly hematological. We conclude that AMSA given at this dose and schedule has little activity in head and neck cancer.